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Notizie

Daniel Pipes

REUTERS [This article was prepared at the request of the Italian magazine, Carta, and is
Associated Press obviously intended primarily for an Italian audience. ]

Christian Science

Monitor Amold 5. Trebach

The Times Professor Emeritus

{(London) American University

Manchester

Guardian (UK) As a proud American, | find Melvin Sembler, our ambassador to Italy, and his
San Francisco wife, Betty, to be profound embarrassments. It is important that their advice on
Chronicle the drug war and especially on drug treatment be ignored. Indeed, it might be
Boston Globe best if Italians listened to what this powerful couple had to say about drugs - and
Washington Post then followed policies in precisely the opposite direction.

New York Times

Miami Herald
. Every good country has important weak spots, like every good person. One of

#;:nr:;ngelas the greatest weak spots in my good country is our addictive support of the war
Jerusalem Post on drugs. One of the worst aspects of the American war on drugs is support for
Ha'aretz Toughlove approaches to drug-abuse treatment. Toughlove emphasizes harsh
methods to deal with youth involved with drugs.
Bookstore & One of the worst organizations using harsh Toughlove measures for youth was
Coffeeshop Straight, Inc. This organization, which started in the Seventies, grew to over 20
chapters or related facilities around the United States. Essential features of
Legal Cases Straight included, among others, the following: forcibly incarcerating suspected
Treatment young drug users and abusers, usually at the request of exasperated parents;
Abuse keeping the young people essentially isolated from the outside world for months
Mideast or years; restricting contact with parents or other relatives, except in controlled
Terrorism/ circumstances; forcing these prisoners to sit in a large room for ten to twelve
Homeland hours or more each day while listening to lectures or confessions of guilt by
Security each other; using food as a weapon of control; providing only minimal amounts
Anti Semitism of food, with the result that many young prisoners lost significant amounts of
B weight; the denial of bathroom privileges at the whim of Toughlove staff, which
Media meant that many of the young people were often sitting in their own waste; and
Commentary the use of physical force to refrain those who objected to this brutal treatment or
Articles & who tried to escape. Scores of young people carved on their bodies or tried to
Speeches actually commit suicide, but none succeeded, to my knowledge, perhaps
DPF History because they were constantly watched. Tragically, dozens of them succeeded

in this self-destructive act after leaving.

Paying The Piper
Mumerous civil lawsuits and criminal prosecutions have been brought against

Personal some Straight staff and related organizations all around the United States.
Background There have been dozens, even hundreds, of stories in the print and electronic
The Family media about these horrible abuses by Straight. | wrote extensively about
Section Straight and one of its prisoners, young Fred Collins, in one of my drug-policy
Potpourri books, The Great Drug War, published in 1987 by Macmillan. Collins had sued
Search in federal court over the abuses he suffered and recoverad $220,000 in 1983.

http://www.trebach.org/media/carta.htm 8/9/2005
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Recomended Other young victims have received even larger amounts in civil lawsuit victories,
_Links from Straight or related organizations,

Letters

Contact Us For years | have worked to shut down Straight. | did so as an independent

professor and writer and also as the founder and president of The Drug Policy
Foundation, which at one point had 20,000 members in the US and other
countries. So did many other people, many of whom, like Wes Fager, had been
the parent of a Straight resident, or like Richard Bradbury, who had been a
Straight inmate. All during my early work against Straight | was not aware of the
names Mel and Betty Sembler. This was to change during a visit to Australia in
November 1889, when | was an invited speaker at a major drug policy
conference in Melbourne, which was put on by Australian officials. One day
during that conference, | was a speaker on a panel that was dealing with key
issues of reform of drug laws before an audience composed largely of
Australian experts but which also contained experis and officials from around
the world. One of the other speakers was Dr. Donald lan Macdenald, who had
been the top drug advisor to President Ronald Reagan, in effect the American
drug czar, but before that wonderfully autocratic term came into vogue.

When Dr. Macdonald took the podium, without warning he became enraged and
launched a harsh personal attack on me because of my views advocating
legalization of drugs, among other positions | had taken. He fairly shouted that
he found it a shame that | was listed on the program as an American expert who
had consulted with the U.S. Department of Justice, that | was a horrible
representative of his country, and that he had been "ambushed" into appearing
on the panel with me. | was stunned at his utter lack of basic civility and, | was
later told, so was the audience. When | took the podium, | turned to him, seated
just a few feet from me, and said words like these, as best | remember: Dr.
Macdonald, | want to thank you for your outburst and for your attack on me. You
sat at the right hand of the President of the United States and advised him on
national and international drug policy. You have revealed to this international
audience the harsh heart that beats at the core of the American drug war and
you have done it in a way much better than | could have done. It is somewhat of
a shame, however, that you chose to do so before this audience and before the
American ambassador and his wife who are sitting there in one of the first rows.

| had never met the American ambassador but it had been pointed out to me
that he and his wife were there near the front of the audience. This turned out to
be my first sight of Mel and Betty Sembler.

As it happened, the keynote speaker at the magnificent dinner that night in our
five-star hotel was none other than The Honorable Melvin Sembler. When he
started speaking, he was most gracious and said that he was glad that we were
all present, that he welcomed both "Dr. Macdonald and Mr. Trebach” to the
event because he was interested in the views of everyone on this important
subject. Then he said something that shocked my wife, Marj Rosner, and | to
practically levitate out of our chairs. He said words like: as it happens | know a
little bit about drug policy and treatment because many years ago, along with
eight other people in St. Petersburg, Florida, | started an organizaticn called
Straight, Inc. that has helped a lot of kids with their drug abuse problems. He
then went on to explain how the treatment program worked, making it sound
wonderful. As he was talking in these glowing terms, Marj and | whispered to
each other that we could not believe our ears. Here before an international
audience of officials and experts, the leading American official in Australia was
claiming that one of the worst treatment programs in America was one of the
best - and at no time mentioned any of the many successful lawsuits against the
program.

http://www.trebach.org/media/carta.htm 8/9/2005
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As we continued to whisper in hushed, shocked voices, the other people at the
table, mainly foreign officials, politely asked what in the world had so upset us.
We whispered brief replies to their puzzled inquiries. Then a top Dutch drug
policy official said, "Oh yes, | know about the program - Hitler Jungen!"

During the next few days, | appeared on Australian radio and television,
including their Today Show, warning the people of the country not to follow the
destructive advice of the Semblers on drug policy and treatment, in the same
manner as | am now warning the people of ltaly. Happily, for the most part
Australian drug policy is moving in a healthier direction.

Over the years since that traumatic incident in Melboume, | am happy fo report
that the original organization called Straight, Inc. was forced to close under the
deluge of lawsuits and critical news stories. That is about all of the good news in
that regard. | discovered that Dr. Macdonald had been the research director of
Straight before he entered the Reagan White House. A number of other
treatment facilities have sprung into existence, modeled after Straight and
continuing its destructive practices. Mel and Betty Sembler continue to be major
American drug policy leaders, gathering support from leading medical doctors,
like Dr. Macdonald, and politicians, including those in the Bush family, They
have formed a number of new drug policy organizations, especially the Drug-
Free America Foundation, Inc. that seems to be a direct descendant of Straight,
Inc.

The Semblers hold important political positions in the Republican power
structure dealing with a whole range of issues beyond drug policy, although that
remains a particular interest of this drug-warrior duo. The website of the
Republican National Committee - the RNC, the leading group of that dominant
party - and Mr. Sembler's own resume on the Internet reveal some more
significant facts: the very successful developer of more than 50 shopping
centers, service on the National Finance and Steering Committee for the
George Bush for President campaign in 1988, the Finance Co-Chairman for
President Bush's Inaugural in 1988, and a member of the board of the
Holocaust Museum. Of perhaps the greatest significance now, Mr. Sembler is
the top Republican fundraiser. Finance Chairman of the RNC. The RNC web
site also states proudly, "In 1976, Sembler and his wife Betty founded
STRAIGHT, an adolescent drug rehabilitation program. During its 17 years of
existence, STRAIGHT graduated more than 12,000 kids nationwide from its
remarkably successful program.” Thus, the Semblers combine vast economic
power (which has been known to buy ambassadorships) within the dominant
Republican Party along with their vast ideclogical commitment to some of the
worst dogma ever created in the history of America - my America, which, forgive
me to those who do not see this noble land with my eyes, | view as the great
hope of the world. Even worse, they seek to export this repressive dogma fo
other countries, to Italy and to the world.

To those who oppose their programs that abuse children in the name of saving
them from drugs, Betty Sembler has been known to reply that they have nothing
to hide and that those who criticize them are trying to legalize drugs. This is a
delusion and is misleading - because the issues must be considered separately.
First, in my opinion, the need for civilized and humane treatment programs is
present no matter what the overall legal structure, Alcohol is almost everywhere
legal and yet there exists the same need for good treatment programs as there
does in the case of heroin, which is almost everywhere illegal. Second, even if
all drugs were made legal, a position | strongly support, the need for humane
treatment programs would continue. In other words, my work on a worldwide
stage for the legalization of drugs does not mean | support the use of drugs nor
does it mean that | am absolved of the responsibility to work for effective

http://www.trebach.org/media/carta. htm 8/9/2005
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treatment methods.

The Semblers do not understand these realities. Like so many drug warriors in
America and in Italy, they vehemently oppose legalization and they also
approve of harsh, uncivilized methods to treat drug users and abusers. They do
not seem to understand that cruelty and utter irrationality lie at the heart of both
drug prohibition laws and also repressive drug treatment methods.

Moreover, neither of them works in real life.

Arnold S. Trebach, J.D, Ph.D., has a long history in drug policy and treatment
and has a worldwide reputation in that regard. He has written a number of
groundbreaking books and articles. He is the founder and past president of The
Drug Policy Foundation, one of the leading reform groups in the United States.
In recent years, he has worked with the survivors of Straight and related
destructive treatment facilities to seek redress for victims and to shut down the
new similar programs that have been developed. He has been a member of the
Transnational Radical Party and is in the process of rejoining it. His email is
arnold@trebach.com and his website is www.trebach.com. Wesley Fager's
important website is www.thestraights.com.

Semblers 6-6-02
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William K. Deunen - + Bnard Certilied Business
Mark M. Wall Litigation Lawver
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July 10, 2003

- Richard-Raymend Bradbury s e
8631 May Circle
Tampa, FFlorida 33614

Dear Mr. Bradbury:

Owur office has the pleasure of represcnfing the llonorable Melvin and Mrs.
Betty Sembler. In the course of this engagement, we have reviewed with our
clients the advertisement which yvou placed in the New Port Richey edition ol
the St. Petersburg Times on May 3, 2003. We have also investigated your
verbal offer fo sell the same medical device to others, both publicly and
privately.

It is our opinion that the Semblers are entitled to proceed against you for .
claims of Intcntional Infliction of Emotional Distress and Invasion of Privacy by
Public Disclosure of Private Facts. These actfions - recognized by Florida courts
as a legal measure to protect the privacy of citizens - will no doubt result in a
substantial compensatory and punitive damage award against you. In the
pursuit of this legal proceeding, it is our intention to depose all of your currcul
and past employers, co-workers and [riends. If during the course of discovery
in the case, we learn of other individuals or organizations who assisred your in
publishing the ad or disclosing the private information, we will include them as
defenilants in the claim as well.

You should further be advised that we have undertaken a review of your public
financial affairs and are not ummindful of the prospect that you will ncver be
able to satisfy the financial award which is ultimately rendered against you.
Nevertheless, we will diligently puirsue eollection efforts against vou for vears if
need be, to obtain satisfaction on behalf of our clients. Moreover, we have
considered the prospect of you being forced to file bankruptcy, and believe that
the relief we secure and the nature of damages which will be awarded against
you will never be extinguished in a bankruprey filing.

Finally, it would be our intention to secure an injunction against the threat of
your continued stalking of our clients or coming within a half mile of their



IL-15-2983 15:34 FROM: : T T2T+82143117 F.B8as

family or property. Plainly put Mr. Bradbury, it would be our intention to have
you become the prey and not the hunter, as you have fancied yourselfl to be
these past several years.

The purpose of this letter is not only to telegraph our promised intentions in
full, but to provide you with one — and only one — opportunity to acknowledge
your actions and agree to cease the deranged activities which you have
embarked upon for the last several years. To that end, we are enclosing an
agreement for you to sign in the presence of two witnesses and a notary public.
If you fail to return it to us — completely executed - by the close of business on
July 21, 2003, we prowmise you hat the legal actions ovullined above will be
commenced-without hesitation and without delay. e | St

It you have an attorney, it would be a wise thing to timely meet with him to
discuss the import of this letter and its enclosure. Absent timely delivery of the
signed enclosure, further communications from this office will only take the

form of legal pleadings.

Sincerely,

GLANDER

Ce: The Honorable Melvin Sembler
Betty Scmbler



AGREEMENT

AGREEMENT dated this ___ day of July 2003, by and between Melvin Sembler
and Betty Sembler (collectively the “Semblers”) and Richard Raymond Bradbury

{(“Bradbury™).
1. Recitals:

1.1 Over a period of many years, Bradbury has harassed the Semblers,
publicly and privately stalking them, trespassing upon their property, invading their
home, picking through their refuse and publicly advertising their personal effects for
sale in public and private media.

1.2 All of these actions have been intended by Bradbury to cause the Semblers
to sustain emotional distress and strain.

1.3 The Semblers have threatened to initiate legal actions against Bradbury in
an effort to secure compensatory and punitive damage awards and injunctive relief.

1.4 Bradbury has requested that the Semblers refrain from these actions on
the terms and conditions which follow:

2. Accuracy of Recitals, Consideration:

2.1 The parties acknowledge that the Recitals set forth above are true and
correct and constitute good and sufficient consideration for the execution and delivery

of this Agreement.

2.2 The Recitals are incorporated herein by reference.
3. Bradbury’s Acknowledgment and Admission of Activities:
3.1 Bradbury acknowledges under oath that the following are true:

(a) That his activiies and actions with respect to the Semblers have been
extreme and outrageous.

(b) That his conduct has been intentional and reckless and specifically and
deliberately intended to cause the Semblers emotional distress.

(¢) That the Semblers have suffered severe emotional disiress as a direct and
proximate result of Bradbury’s activities and actions.

(d) That on one or more occasions, and without the express or implied consent
of the Semblers, he has trespassed upon the property comprising their residence.

() That on one or more occasions has picked through the Sembler’s garbage
and refuse and removed items therefrom, intending to publicly display private items
and articles.

(f) That on one or more occasions he has publicly disclosed private facts,
intending to expose the Semblers to embarrassment and humiliation.

1 3.2 Bradbury further acknowledges under oath that the list of activities
deh_neatad in paragraph 3.1 is not exhaustive and there are other activities and
actions which he has committed against the Semblers.

4. Bradbury’s Covenant:




4.1 Bradbury promises, covenants and agrees that from and after the date
hereof:

(a) He will not undertake or participate in any activity or action that is intended
to harass, harm, ridicule, criticize or embarrass the Semblers.

(b) He will not assist any person in undertaking or participating in any activity
or action that is intended to harass, harm, ridicule, criticize or embarrass the
Semblers.

(c) He will not publicly disparage, make remarks about, speak poorly of or refer
to the Semblers by name or role in any fashion whatsoever.

(d) He will not repudiate or deny the acknowledgments and admissions which

he has made in this Agreement.
(e) He will not come within one half mile of the Semblers’ homes or office.

5. Confidentiality and Non-Disclosure of this Agreement:

5.1 Except as provided for in sections 5.2 and 5.3, this Agreement shall not be
published or disclosed to any person or party for any reason whatsoever.

5.2 The parties may disclose the existence of and provide a copy of this
Agreement: (i) to their counsel, (i) to consultants, (iii) to state, federal and other
regulatory institutions which require its disclosure, and (iv) under judicial compulsion
Or process.

5.3 In any legal proceeding initiated following Bradbury’s default as delineated
in paragraph 6 below.

6. Default:

6.1 Should Bradbury default in the performance of any promise or covenant
contained herein, then the Semblers may initiate any action or actions against
Bradbury which they may deem fit and proper, including without limitation actions for
damages (both compensatory and punitive) and injunctive relief,

6.2 Should Bradbury default in the performance of any promise or covenant
contained herein, then the Semblers may attach a copy of this Agreement to any
pleading and, in their sole and absolute discretion, introduce this Agreement into
evidence in any legal proceeding and for any purpose whatsoever.

6.3 Bradbury agrees that in the event of default, the Semblers will be entitled
to injunctive relief (both temporary and permanent) as an admitted right and without
the necessity of their having to post a bond.

7. Bradbury’s right to seek counsel:

7.1 Bradbury acknowledges that he has been provided a_mple opportunity to
meet with and evaluate this Agreement with his own counsel.

7.2 Bradbury acknowledges that the law firm of Englander & Fischer, P.A. has
represented the Semblers and continues to do so. Bradbury acknowledges that he has

2



received no counsel or advice from Leona:d S. Englander or any other lawyer of the
firm of Englander & Fischer, P.A.

8. Miscellaneous:

8.1 This Agreement shall be governed in its enforcement, construction and
interpretation by the laws of the State of Florida. The parties agree that venue of any
action brought to enforce or construe this Agreement shall be in Pinellas County,
Florida.

8.2 The unenforceability, for any reason, of any term, condition, covenant or
provision of this Agreement shall neither limit nor impair the operation, enforceability
or validity of any other terms, conditions, provisions or covenants of the Agreement.

8.3 The parties each covenant to the other to use their best efforts to comply
with provisions of this Agreement.

8.4 This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement of the parties and prior
understandings and agreements between the parties are merged in this Agreement,
which alone fully and completely expresses their understanding.

8.5 This Agreement shall not be construed against either party irrespective of
who is responsible for its drafting.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement on the date first
above stated.

Witnesses:
i __ RICHARD RAYMOND BRADBURY
Printed Name:
Printed Name:
MELVIN SEMBLER
Printed Name:
Printed Name:
BETTY SEMBLER
Printed Name:

Printed Name:



STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF PINELLAS

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this day of July

2003, by RICHARD RAYMOND BRADBURY who is personally known to me or has
produced as identification and did (did not) take an

oath.

Notary Public Commission

Notary Number:
Notary Name
STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF PINELLAS
The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this day of July

2003, by MELVIN SEMBLER who is personally known to me or has produced
as identification and did (did not) take an oath.

Notary Public Commission
Notary Number:

Notary Name

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF PINELLAS

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this day of July
2003, by BETTY SEMBLER who is personally known to me or has produced
as identification and did (did not) take an oath.

Notary Public Commission
Notary Number:

Notary Name
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